Council for British Research in the Levant

British Institute in Amman (Jordan) Scholarship

The Council for British Research in the Levant (CBRL) is seeking to award a British Institute in Amman Scholarship, starting 1 October 2010. The Scholarship will be for one year (ending 30 September 2011).
The CBRL is a research organisation, sponsored by the British Academy, which conducts and supports British research in the humanities and social sciences at postgraduate and postdoctoral level in the Levant. Disciplines supported by the CBRL include all those supported by the British Academy, including anthropology, archaeology, architectural history, art history, geography, historical studies, legal studies, languages and literature, linguistics, music, philosophy, political science and theology/religious studies.

The CBRL promotes British research in the Levant by:

· providing research funding to projects and individuals,

· maintaining facilities in the region for the use of researchers and field projects,

· employing staff to carry out research on the region and facilitate the research of others, and

· disseminating the results of research through publications, lectures, conferences and exhibitions.

The CBRL is constituted as a charity. It comprises some 600 subscribing members and is managed by an elected Committee and honorary officers, including a Chairman, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, Editor of Levant, Editor of the Bulletin, and Monographs Editor. At present the CBRL’s employed staff consist of the CBRL Director (UK), a Director of the British Institute in Amman, a Research Director in Syria (Damascus), a Director in the Kenyon Institute (Jerusalem), an Administrative Secretary (UK), two Administrators (Amman and Jerusalem), three Scholars (2 Amman, 1 Jerusalem), and domestic staff in Amman and Jerusalem.

The British Institute in Amman Scholarship is open to (1) a citizen of the UK or European Union who holds a Master’s or equivalent degree or (2) a citizen of any country who holds a Master’s or equivalent degree from a university in the United Kingdom. Preference will be given to candidates who are seeking to develop an active research interest in the region and, in preparation, are looking to spend time in the region to develop their research skills and experience. 

Scholarship Details

The Scholarship offers:

· Three months Arabic training at the Qasid Institute or three months research leave

· One month dedicated research leave to pursue an independent project

· The opportunity to be a part of British Institute in Amman activities

· Accommodation in Amman (does not include food)

· A subsistence allowance of £300 per month to be paid into a UK bank account 

· One round-trip air ticket between Amman and the UK to a maximum of £450

· Up to £500 towards research expenses

· Medical and travel insurance

· Visas and all residency requirements are covered

· 20 days holiday, plus British Embassy (public) holidays

At the end of their stay, the Scholar is required to submit a short report on their research activity. 

While based at the British Institute in Amman, the Scholar will be considered as part of British Institute in Amman staff. The range and examples of activities to be undertaken in the Institute include:

1. The opportunity to be a part of projects being conducted at the British Institute in Amman according to expertise and research interests

2. Assistance in the British Institute library

3. Event support: seminars, lectures, workshops and conferences

4. Orientation and activities associated with the British Institute in Amman’s language programme organised in partnership with the Qasid Institute

5. Assistance in the British Institute's Damascus office

It will be assumed that the Scholar will be able to assist in providing office cover, e.g. taking telephone calls, messages, and dealing with simple enquiries from guests.

Normal working hours will be 8.30am to 5.00pm, Sunday to Thursday. Some flexibility in working hours may be expected.

Application Procedure

All applicants should complete an application form. With their application, applicants are asked to outline:

· Their research interests and how the British Institute Amman Scholarship will enhance their future research plans and career and details of a small independent research project that also includes a statement as to  how this research fits into current research themes of the CBRL (see CBRL website: http://www.cbrl.org.uk/research.html)
· How they can enhance the life of the British Institute in Amman; what skills can be offered, and the particular areas in which they are looking to develop the experience

· If they wish to undertake the Arabic training offered and, if so, their current standard of Arabic (a placement test will also be undertaken by the Qasid Institute)

Should you require further information or wish to discuss informally (and confidentially) specific aspects of this position please feel free to contact the Director of the British Institute in Amman, Dr Carol Palmer carol.palmer@bi-amman.org.uk, the CBRL Director, Prof Bill Finlayson b.finlayson@cbrl.org.uk, or the UK Secretary, Penny Wiggins: cbrl@britac.ac.uk 

Application forms can be downloaded from our website www.cbrl.org.uk, or are available on request from the UK Secretary cbrl@britac.ac.uk  Completed application forms should be sent by e-mail to cbrl@britac.ac.uk or by post to UK Secretary, CBRL, 10 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1Y 5AH, to arrive no later than Thursday 20th May 2010.  In addition, the candidate should arrange for two references, commenting on his/her academic and administrative abilities, to be e-mailed or posted direct to the same address also by 20th May 2010.  Please note that CBRL will not chase references.

Interviews will be held on Tuesday 22nd June 2010 in London.
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