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In ever more alarming terms over the past decade, international organisations have documented shortfalls in food production and hence in the ‘food security’ of populations of the Arab region.  Their reports indicate clearly that the region has the greatest food ‘deficit’ of any region of the world.  However valuable such reports are in conveying a sense of the global problem, they are necessarily restricted in analysis to existing statistical sources, notably those produced by government agencies, and in prescription to the international normative consensus on economic policy.  As university-based researchers, we are attempting to go behind the statistics to document the problems of productivity and livelihood in rural societies across the region.  We will bring together in discussion perspectives often kept apart – those of economists, agronomists and anthropologists.  As academics, in debate over policy matters, we will not be shackled by today’s economic normative consensus.  Papers in the conference address the following issues: the relation between large-scale capitalized agriculture and small-scale domestically managed food-production, and between irrigated and rain-fed agriculture; the articulation and conditions of work across different sectors; land-use (and landscape) between building construction, speculation and food-production in markets fuelled by oil-rent;  the impact of the resulting land-use on both animal herders and farmers; and economic and legal policies at regional, national and local levels as they impact the capacity of societies to produce food.  Research analyses will concern Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, Syria and Yemen.  Following the workshop, reports will be made available on-line.  We plan to constitute an on-going university-based research group linking Arab and European colleagues.  We are grateful to the British Academy for the funding of this workshop.  

